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Appendix A: Table 1: Coding tree with examples of the analysis and the relationship between data extracts, codes subthemes and main theme

	Data extract
	Preliminary codes
	Subtheme
	Main theme

	I know all too well what it is like to be distrusted by the system, to be called a hypochondriac, an addict, to hear that I am too young to be sick. I am only 27 years old, but I have the body of a 70-year-old. The psyche died a long time ago.
	To be distrusted



	



The response plays a significant role

	






A protracted struggle


	They have brought food, dried my tears, talked to me in a separate room and encouraged me a lot. Exactly what you need when you have a disease like this. Someone who shows understanding and doesn’t judge you. Someone who comes back with a smile even though you have just vomited!
	A friendly support
	
	

	I think it is so terribly awful that many doctors do not even know what endometriosis is and how it works. I have been told incorrect facts about endometriosis by several doctors. However, one of the worst things is that so few people really know about the disease.

	Lack of knowledge of endometriosis
	



The value of competence
	

	“Lisa, does it hurt when you have intercourse?” I nodded. “Okay. Are you in pain when you menstruate? Do you bleed? Do you have any vaginal discharge, and what is it like?” Well. Right. It was as if he was reading me like an open book. I just needed to nod. How strange it felt, suddenly someone understood me. Who knew. Who believed in me. I started to relax. He knew what he was talking about.
	To meet someone who knows and understands
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